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Summer assignments help alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many 

quality pieces needed for a successful portfolio.  

 

You are to complete 3 finished pieces of art using the AP Studio Drawing 

guidelines.  Each piece is worth 100 points and is due the second day of school.  

It should be no larger than 18” x 24” and no smaller than 8” x10 ”.  Each 

piece should be a complete composition. The AP BreadthQuality Rubric will 

be used to assess the pieces. Complete one rubric for each piece.  We will have 

a class critique, the third day of class. Summer assignments will be ¼ of the 

first quarter grade. 

 

“The Drawing portfolio is intended to address a wide range of approaches and 

media. Line quality, light and shade, rendering of form, composition, surface 

manipulation, the illusion of depth and mark-making are drawing issues that 

can be addressed through a variety of means, which could include painting, 

printmaking, mixed media, etc.  Abstract, observational, and inventive works 

may be submitted.  The range of marks used to make drawings, the 

arrangements of marks and materials used to make mark-making are endless. 

Any work submitted in the Drawing portfolio that incorporates digital or 

photographic processes must address drawing issues such as those listed 

above, as well as mark-making. Using computer programs merely to 

manipulate photographs though filters, adjustments or special effects is not 

appropriated for the Drawing portfolio”  AP Studio Art Poster 2013-14. 

 

Class Texts: Mittler, Gene, Art in Focus. New York:Glencoe, 2006, 2010 Print 

                      Rose, Ted, Discovering Drawing, Worcester, 2007, 2007 Print 

Websites:  See links on Visual Art webpage: 

          http://www.ketteringschools.org/dept/56/ 

 Class website links: 

http://www.ketteringschools.org/olc/class.aspx?id=16968&s=1060http://www.

ketteringschools.org/olc/class.aspx?id=16968&s=1060 
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Helpful hints:  
 
1. Draw directly from life instead of using reference photos, whenever 

possible. If you must use a photo, take your own or use a photo. 

2. Use quality materials for your art. Good materials make it easier to create 

good work. Use at least 80 lb. white drawing paper and stretched canvases for 

painting.  

3. Use standard sizes. Stay within the 18” x 24” size, so that these pieces could 

be used for the quality section of your portfolio.  

4. Use a sketchbook to plan your artwork. Make several thumbnails, jot down 

notes, glue in reference images, and do color studies when needed. 5. Use a 

variety of media, even combining them for mixed media.  

6. DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE FRONT OF YOUR WORK or 

place any identifying  

marks on the front as per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name on the 

back and make sure it is light enough that it does not show through 

7. Visit the AP Central website for good examples: 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/7881.ht

ml 

8. Look at good art! Visit the local art centers, galleries, art museums, and art 

festivals. Take your  

sketch book with you, and render the work as well as your response to it. It is 

a good thing to jot  

down your thinking process in your sketch book as well as draw in it.  

9. Visit museum websites:  Look, read, study, analyzes.  I have many listed on 

the Kettering Visual Art Page.      http://www.ketteringschools.org/dept/56/. 

10.  Read about art! Read art magazines, such as The Artist’s Magazine and 

International Artist, Art News, and many more.You will find these in local 

libraries. Check out books about famous artists in the library while you are 

there. Study the images in them.  
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Suggested subjects, topics, drawing problems 
 The AP Readers (Judges), as well as art schools love to see a drawing made 

from life. Use charcoal or pencil (2hb and 4b). Spend the time needed to 

complete the work. Don’t just draw a contour. Use a full range of values, with 

deep shadows and bright highlights to create form and depth. Use the entire 

page, placing your focal points in the sweet spots, and running off the edges 

with your composition. Fill the paper up, using more positive than empty 

space.  

 

1. A self-portrait that expresses a specific mood. Think about the effects of 

color and how it conveys the individual mood. You may use any style (realism, 

cubism, expressionism, etc.). Research online to study various artists’ self-

portraits and their styles and techniques. Check out Van Gogh, Frieda  

Kahlo, and Rembrandt, Albrecht Durer, Leonardo da Vinci, Kathie Kollwitz. 

2. Still life that consists of 3 or more reflective objects. Set up the objects on a 

table, cover it with cloth, and place a lamp near it to create dramatic lighting. 

Your goal is to convey a convincing representation. Render as accurately as 

you can. 

3. A drawing of an unusual interior – for example, looking inside of a closet, 

cabinet, refrigerator, inside your car, under the car’s hood etc. Include as 

many details as you can.  

4. A still-life of your family members’ shoes. You should include at least three 

shoes - go for interesting shapes, design, texture, color. Place them in different 

positions,  

5. A close-up drawing of a bicycle/tricycle from an unusual angle. Don’t just 

draw the bicycle from the side!  

6. Buildings in a landscape: Do a drawing on location. Look for a building or 

spot in your neighborhood that is part of your neighborhood’s identity. It 

could be a fire house, restaurant, park, church or any other building or place 

that you would miss seeing if it were torn down. Consider going to 

Miamisburg, downtown Dayton, Yellow Springs etc.  

on a bench and draw!! Busch Gardens is a great place to observe as well.  

7. Expressive landscape: locate a landscape near your home or use a 

photograph that you have taken of a landscape. Or, you can also use multiple 

sketches or photos of different landscapes to create a unique one. It is best to 

work from an actual subject, so draw outdoors while looking at the actual 

landscape. Use expressive color to draw. Check out the Fauvists or the Der 

Blaue Reiter to see expressive use of color at work.  



8. Create a self-portrait, using your reflection in an unusual surface, 

something other than a normal mirror. This could be a metal appliance 

(toaster, blender), a computer monitor, a broken or warped mirror, a car’s 

rear view mirror, or tinted windows.  

9. . Café drawing (or any other local hangout): go to a place where you can sit 

and sketch for a long period of time. Capture the essence of this place (local 

eatery/café, bookstore, mall, etc.) by drawing,the people and places you see.  

11. Action portrait: have a friend or family member pose for you doing some 

sort of movement (jump roping, walking, riding a bike, walking down stairs, 

etc.). Capture the entire sequence of their action in one piece of artwork. How 

will you portray movement in your work? Look at “Nude Descending a 

Staircase” by Dada artists Marcel Duchamp, as well as the work of Futurist 

artists Giacomo Balla or F.T. Marinetti. Check out the photographic motion 

studies by Muybridge.  

12. Create a series of artworks around a theme of your choice.  Look at series 

created by artists, such as James Ensor, Andy Warhol, Kiki Smith, Pablo 

Picasso, Henri Matisse, Claude Pissaro, Paul Cezanne the list is endless. 

13.  Create a portrait that explores the style of famous portrait artists, 

Albrecht Durer, Leonardo da Vinci, Diego Velazquez, Vincent Van Gogh, 

Lucien Freud, Kehinde Wiley, Chuck Close, Alice Neel, Mickalene Thomas, 

Frida Kahlo. 

14.  Use perspective to explore figures that are foreshortened, in a grouping. 

15. Study the aerial perspective used by the Wyeths, create an aerial 

perspective composition. 

16. Create a photo montage, and then render it using mixed media 

17. Mixed media composition illustrating a narrative. 

18. Create pen and ink, sharpie, or ball point pen compositions  using 

continuous line drawing techniques.  Fill the page and use the principles of 

design to render form, and space, in a realistic or inventive scene. 

19. Study pen and ink renderings of Renaissance masters, such as Rembrandt, 

Durer, Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci,  Create a composition using 

hatching and cross-hatching of  a head, or an arm and hand holding 

something, a leg and foot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Possible drawing ideas typically used in sketches. 

You should use the ideas to create complete a piece.  Display forethought, good 

composition, exceptional craftsmanship, have mature subject matter (avoid 

trite, overused symbols). The pieces created from the ideas below, assignments 

should be finished drawings.  

 

• Pile of pillows                                                 • Laundry day  

• Fabric with pattern                                       • Glass bottles  

• Illustrate words                                              • Shoes                                                                                             

• Create a texture surface and draw on it        • Insects                                                                                   

• Sink with dishes in it and soapy water  

• Draw on top of an old drawing                       • Yourself in 15 years                                                       

• Man vs. Nature                                                 • Opposites    

• Close up of an object                                       • Abstract drawing of a building  

• 5 drawings on top of each other                     • Conflict of interest 

• Transformation                                                • Anatomy  

• Jim Dine: tools                                                   • Morphs                                                                          

• Negative space only                                            • The senses                                                               

• Objects from nature                                         • Fill a plastic bag with objects                                           

• Metallic objects                                                       

• Non objective                                                      • Forest floor    

• Oops, wrong color                                              • Threads 

• Contradiction                                                     • Layer it on  

• Outside vs. inside                                               • What was for dinner?  

• Plugged in                                                           • Extreme light source  

• Refuge                                                                 • Extreme perspective  

• Chinese proverb  

• Social statement  

• A tiny image repeated several times  

• Café  

• Park  

• View from a car mirror  

 


